
Middle School – Curriculum 

Beyond the classroom...

The classroom is an important place of learning  
but there are many more: 

• Foreign exchange visits for modern  
foreign languages.

• Residential visits to study and sites of historical 
interest including Germany and WW1 battlefields 
in France and Belgium. 

• Debating societies, Schools Challenge, joint  
drama productions with Abingdon School,  
public speaking competitions, ensemble  
groups, orchestra and choirs performing in  
School and beyond. 

• Taking part in Young Enterprise Scheme, Duke  
of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme or CREST science 
research projects.

• Learning through teamwork on residential  
trips to France, team challenge afternoons,  
work experience and organising charity events. 
Every alternate summer, students from Year 11 
undertake an expedition to Swaziland to build 
facilities for a local community.

How are the subjects taught?

There are forty lessons of 40 or 35 minutes each 
week. Many of these are taught as double lessons. 
Mathematics and MFL are taught in sets to allow 
students to work at a pace that suits them best. 
Movement between sets also takes place to 
ensure that the pace of learning is always 
appropriate to a particular individual’s needs. 

Individual skills of questioning and evaluating 
research material are developed and 
communication skills are fostered, with many 
opportunities to work collaboratively, respond  
to discussion in class, to present material to a 
wider audience and to extend vocabulary be it 
English or in a foreign language.

Work is regularly assessed by teachers, peers and 
students themselves with a focus on how to 
develop, extend or improve. The emphasis is on 
individual progress and independent learning.

What will you learn?

All year groups in Middle School study the core 
subjects: English language and literature, 
mathematics and modern foreign languages (MFL). 
In addition, in Year 9, history, geography, religion, 
philosophy and ethics, computer science* and a 
second MFL are studied and there is the opportunity 
for students to select an additional three subjects 
from a ‘Creative and Classics’ study block which 
includes drama, music, art, food and nutrtition, 
design and technology, ceramics, Latin and Greek. 

The majority of these subjects are available as  
I/GCSE subject choices and with the exception  
of Greek and Latin may be selected whether they 
have been studied in Year 9 or not. We offer both 
GCSE separate science and double award science 
and four modern foreign languages, French, 
Spanish, German and Mandarin to ensure 
maximum flexibility and choice. 
* An ICT Functional Skills (AQA) qualification, equivalent to ½ GCSE,  
 is taken at the end of Year 9. 

What do students say?

“My teachers are great – they listen to you, support  
you if you get stuck and challenge you to go that  
little bit further.”

“The great thing about Middle School is that you 
begin to choose the subjects that most interest you. 
There’s loads of class discussion and sometimes it 
gets quite heated!”

“I know it sounds odd, but I really love school.”

Curriculum overview

Our aim is to provide a balanced and enriched curriculum ensuring that there is time to develop 
the depth of knowledge, discussion and debate that allows students to explore ideas and concepts.

As students move into Middle School the shape of the curriculum evolves to reflect students’ 
individual areas of interest with choices offered in foreign languages and creative arts subjects.  
All Year 9 courses are designed to provide an excellent foundation for I/GCSE work. 

Most students study ten I/GCSE subjects with six core subjects and four additional choices.  
The over-arching philosophy is quality rather than quantity and students are encouraged  
to maintain a full range of extracurricular activities alongside their academic studies. 


